
THE 
GILBERT & 
SULLIVAN 
SOCIETY 
OF 
HANCOCK 
COUNTY 
PRESENTS 

DIRECTED BY 
JOHN ERICKSON 
CHORUS & ORCHESTRA 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
ELIZABETH BEATTY 

AUG. 9, 10, 11 
8:15 P.M. 
BENEFIT FOR 

HANCOCK COUNTY 
AUDITORIUM MAIN ST. ELLSWORTH



~ The Gondoliers~ 

Words by Sir William S. Gilbert 

Music by Sir Arthur S. Sullivan 

Act I - Courtyard of Ducal Palace, Venice, about 1750 
Act II - Royal Court of Barataria, three months later 
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SYNOPSIS 

When Casilda (the heroine ) was yet a baby, she and the infant heir to the throne of Barataria 
were married. He then disappeared, supposedly abducted to Venice by the Grand Inquisitor, Don 
Alhambra, and there was brought up. As the result of insurrection, the throne of Barataria became 
vacant: and Casilda's father, the moth-eaten Duke of Plaza-Toro, wished to establish his daughter as 
Queen. He went to Venice - accompanied by his wife, daughter, and Luiz, his drummer - in search 
of his daughter's missing husband. 

As the curtain rises, a chorus of contadine ( peasant girls) are waiting for the two leading 
gondoliers. Giuseppe and Marco, to come and choose their brides from among them. By a sort of 
blindman's bluff, the two men choose Tessa and Gianetta, and they dance off to the altar. 

The Duke of Plaza-Toro and suite meanwhile arrive in Venice. The Duke tells Casilda about 
her childhood marriage. Luiz and Casilda (who - unknown to her parents- are in love with each 
other) renounce their love. Don Alhambra appears and tells them that the person they are seek­
ing is either Giuseppe or Marco, he is not sure which. He will send for the nurse who took care of 
the infant prince (she now lives far away, in the mountains); and, when she arrives, she will be 
able to tell them which one it is. Meanwhile, Giuseppe and Marco are to go to Barataria at once 
and rule jointly until the matter is straightened out. 

Act II is set in Barataria . Everything seems to be going well, except for the fact that they miss 
their wives. Suddenly Tessa and Gianetta appear, having become impatient and made the trip to 
Barataria in spite of Don Alhambra's injunction. General happiness now reigns. and all dance a 
cachucha. 

A slight cloud appears on the horizon when Don Alhambra enters and points out the weak­
nesses of Giuseppe's and Marco's system of government. When he learns that Tessa and Gianetta 
are there, he is somewhat disturbed, and tells them about the prince's infant marriage. This reve­
lation is a heavy blow to the hopes of Tessa and Gianetta; for not only is neither of them to be Queen, 
but also one of them is actually not married at all . The Duke of Plaza-Toro enters and further, 
criticizes Giuseppe's and Marco's court, and attempts to teach the joint rulers some court etiquette. 

At length the woman arrives who had been the nurse of the baby prince when he wasr 
married to Casilda, resul ting in a happy ending for all . 
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o Jack Martel (Annibale), is a plumber for the Henry R. Hinckley Company and lives with 
his wife, Mary Ellen, in Southwest Harbor. 
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o Betsy Beatty (Casilda), lives in Blue Hill, teaches voice and flute, works for School Union 
93, and is mother to Pushkin, Furkin, and Katisha. 

o Elaine Hewes (Gianetta), is married, a retired teacher, and mother of three, living in 
Bucksport. 
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